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Adjoining Kunduz is the smaller but not less popu-
lous khanate of Khulm. It occupies a vital position in
the heart of the ancient Baktriana, the converging point
of all the natural highways from India, Persia, and
Central Asia. Here are the ruins of Baktra and of its
successor Balkh, now supplanted by the modern towns of
Siyagird, Mazar-i-Sherif, and Khulm. The country has
been largely encroached on by the desert, and the Khulrn
river, flowing from the Kara-koh hills, now no longer
reaches the Oxus. In the plains the river of Balkh, here
called the " Band-i-Barbari," or " Dyke of the Barbarians,"
is soon absorbed in irrigation works in the gardens inter-
spersed amidst the vast ruins and flourishing towns of
this historic land.

"West of Balkh are the four petty Usbeg States of
Akcha, Shiba-rghan, Sar-i-pul with Andkhui, and Maimana,
lying mostly between the outer spurs of the Paropamisus
and the sands by which they are now cut off from the
Oxus. This tract is very fertile and well watered by the
streams from the mountains, but it is also proverbially
unhealthy, Nevertheless here are the populous towns of
Shabirkhan and Andkhui, lying close to the Ptussian
frontier.

Of these khanates Andkhui alone has retained a
certain measure of independence. All the rest are
absolutely controlled, and even administered, by Kabul,
though the old geographical and political divisions are
still preserved. The village of Gurzivan and the Darzat
valley in the hills south of Sar-i-pul have also lost their
autonomy, though still retaining the 'empty titles of
khanates.

The Usbeg inhabitants of these districts are not
called upon to0 render military service; but, according
to the authority of Grodekov, which, however, is not
above suspicion, they are so heavily taxed that they are